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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRINCETON CITY COUNCIL 
HELD ON APRIL 22, 2021 7:00 P.M. 

************************************************************************************************************ 
Mayor Thom Walker called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
Council members present were Vicki Hallin, Jenny Gerold, and Jeff Reynolds. Others present: 
Administrator Michele McPherson, Finance Director Tracy Peters, Public Works Director Bob 
Gerold, Police Chief Todd Frederick, Community Development Manager Stephanie Hillesheim, 
Liquor Store Manager Nancy Campbell, Fire Chief Ron Lawrence, Wastewater Plant Manager 
Chris Klinghagen and Attorney Damien Toven. Absent was Councilor Jules Zimmer and Clerk 
Shawna Jenkins 

 
AGENDA ADDITIONS/DELETIONS 

 
HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE THE AGENDA. J GEROLD SECONDED THE MOTION. THE 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 

 
A. City Council Minutes of April 8, 2021 
B. Approve Bill List 
C. Electric Vehicle Charger License Agreement 
D. Mayoral Proclamation Thursday, May 6th as the National Day of Prayer 
E. Coborn's Sale of Fireworks April 26 - July 8, 2021 
F. Walmart Inside Sale of Fireworks May 10 - July 8 
G. Approve Firehouse BBQ Food Vendor License for 5 days within 3 months to Park and 
 Sell on Public Property; Pending Background Check 
H. Approve American Legion Application to Conduct Excluded Bingo during the County Fair 
 Aug 11 - Aug 15 
I. Approve Gambling permit for Princeton Lion's Raffle June 13th 
J. Accept resignation from Firefighter from Bryan Haubenschild 
K. Splash Park Coordinator Job Description 
L. Recreation and Communications Intern 
 
HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA. REYNOLDS SECOND-
ED THE MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
OPEN FORUM 

 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
A. Local Board of Appeal and Equalization Meeting, Mille Lacs County Presentation  

 
Mille Lacs County Assessor Daryl Moeller provided a report to the Council.  
 
Diane Constant at 805 17th St N stated that she moved from Otsego in 2018. When they re-
ceived their tax statement, they thought it was for both sides of the townhome. However, if 
they look at the value, it would likely to sell for that  
 
Terrance Mason lives next door at 807 17th St N said he does not know why other properties 
have much lower taxes. He mentioned a petition that was signed and sent to the Assessor’s 
Department in December.  
 

2



Princeton City Council Minutes  
April 22, 2021 
Page 2 
 
 
 
 

Walker asked Moeller how the Townhomes in Northfield Commons compare to others in the 
City.  
 
Moeller responded that he was talking with Ford Slaughter on this as well, so he had gathered 
some information. There were 23 residential townhome type sales. Before any adjustments, 
their market values were at about 91.45%, and they did make adjustments so they were up-
dated to 93.95% 
 
He gave an example of a property from that development that sold in March 2020. That prop-
erty sold for $267,000. With the state of MN cost adjustment to move that to the current time 
period, it would have been likely sold for $277,437. The County currently has that property 
valued at $272,900, which is 98.36% of market value.  
 
For another example, one parcel had a value of $273,700 in 2019, and they left it the same in 
2020. Now in 2021, they lowered that slightly to $272,900. When he first began working for 
Mille Lacs Assessor’s office, the townhomes were undervalued by quite a bit, in the 80% 
range, so market values needed to be increased to be more accurate. 
 
Comparing the Townhomes, the most expensive was the one mentioned above that the Coun-
ty had valued at $272,900. The least expensive was one they had valued at $106,900 which 
sold for $112,500. The difference is they are much smaller at 840 square feet and built in 
1987. The Townhomes in Northfield Commons and Shady Acres are 1476 to 1672 square feet 
and much newer. The sales in Northfield Commons and Shady Acres are in the $255,000 to 
$280,000.  
 
Now that the values have been covered, he brought up that many residents are also question-
ing the actual tax rate. In talking with resident Ford Slaughter from Northfield Commons, he 
did some comparisons. For an example, If you look at the County, School and City combined, 
it is about 1.6% tax rate. If you look at a property valued the same in Greenbush Township, 
the tax rate there is 1.2%. The difference is due to the City’s tax levy compared to the Town-
ships. Cities are going to have bigger budgets than the Townships.  
 
If you look at the tax amount for Constant’s and Thompson’s properties, their tax amount is 
$4,416 per year. That property in Greenbush at the same value has a yearly tax amount is 
$3,522.  
 
Constant asked if the homes are classified the same. Moeller responded that they are all clas-
sified as single residential.   
 
He added that the County has a master spreadsheet that includes all the properties. For the 
City of Princeton, there are only about 30 properties in the city that are valued more than 
270k. These Townhomes are in that list of 30, so they are paying more taxes than some oth-
ers in the City, as they are in the highest 30 properties in terms of value.  
 
Walker stated that the Council as the Board of Appeal can only change their value, and if they 
did that, they would have to change everyone’s values. Looking at the sales, the properties 
are valued correctly.  
 
J Gerold said it is really a seller’s market right now, but for those that are not planning on sell-
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ing, those sales do cause all values to go up, which increases taxes.   
 
Walker said if they want to participate in the budget meetings, they usually start in September, 
with the final Truth in Taxation meeting being held at the first regular meeting in December. 
 
Reynolds appreciates that residents were able to voice their concerns. It is the council’s job to 
use the tax dollars very wisely, and they take that very seriously. 
 
Moeller added that it is his job to assess every property fairly and ethically. He believes com-
mercial values are a little on the light side, and he has increased those values slightly. He has 
been in this job for a long time, and he suspects commercial and industrial properties will go 
up in value more, which will cause the residential taxes to go down slightly, unless Budget’s 
went crazy. Moeller stated that the whole City went up about 11%, so residential should see a 
slightly lower tax impact. County wide, values went up about 6%. They do not know what 
budgets will be until they begin seeing the preliminary levies in the fall.  

 
HALLIN MOVED TO MAKE NO CHANGES TO THE VALUE FOR THE 2 PROPERTIES DIS-
CUSSED. WALKER SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 
 
B.  Community Garden Update 

 
McPherson reported that Randy Hatch, Chairman of the Board of Gardeners will be present to 
provide an update on the Community Garden.  He submitted the following written update that 
he will go over at the meeting: 
 
The community garden group (Board of Gardeners) has meet twice via ZOOM this year and 
discussed numerous items regarding community gardening and our relationship with the 
Princeton community.  

Sadly they have not seen fit to replace the “Chairman” of the board of gardeners and it re-
mains Mr. Randy Hatch.   

Brief rundown of items discussed:  

• Adding additional “little Library” at Oak Knoll garden (similar to what was installed 
 by Mille Lacs county Master Gardeners at the Depot Gardens)  
• Grass mowing and a set schedule for attending to the issue. (Garden Volunteers)  
• Need for garden expansion at Oak Knoll.  
• No till gardening concept.  
• Additional tool sheds.  
• Additional water location (expansion area only)  
• Apiary. (progress report)  
• Signage at the Gardens  
• Princeton Business expo. (The Gardens participation and relationship)  
• Porta pottie  
• Official opening date and when gardens can be accessed.  
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C. Resolution 21-20 - accept donation from Fire Department from Monsanto 
 

Lawrence advised that he is asking the council to accept a donation to the Fire Department 
from Monsanto America’s Farmers Grow Communities donation, sponsored by Bayer Fund on 
behalf of Shelly Farms. This donation is $2500.00. He is recommending this donation be used 
to purchase new flashlights for the firefighters.  

 
HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION 21-20 ACCEPTING A DOAN-
TION FROM SHELBY FARMS FOR THE FIRE DEPARTMENT. J GEROLD SE-
CONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
 
D. Wine and Spirits Grant Request from American Legion for Fireworks 
 

McPherson stated that the City has received a request from the American Legion to donate to 
the July 4th fireworks.  

 
HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE A $2500 WINE AND SPIRITIS GRANT REQUEST 
FOR JULY 4TH FIREWORKS AS HAS BEEN DONE IN THE PAST. REYNOLDS SE-
CONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
 
E. Ordinance 805 - Amend Fee Schedule; Knox Boxes - FIRST READING 

 
Lawrence advised that he recently placed an order for Knox Boxes and found out the prices 
increased since the last order. He is suggesting an amendment to increase the cost to cover 
the City’s cost. The cost that is being recommended is the cost of the Knox Box and shipping. 

 
HALLIN MOVED TO INTRODUCE ORDINANCE 805. J GEROLD SECONDED THE 
MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
 
F. Appoint City Administrator and Finance Director 
 

McPherson advised that PMA Financial Network, on behalf of the League of Minnesota Cities, 
manages the group of 4M investments.  Currently, authorized account managers of the City’s 
account are former City Administrator Karnowski and former Finance Director Jackson. 
 
In order to remove the current account managers, PMA Financial Network requires a copy of 
the City Council meeting minutes with a motion that APPOINTS the City Administrator and Fi-
nance Director.  Instead of finding the meeting minutes, it is easier to have the Council move 
the appointments effective to the start dates of each staff person to fulfill the requirements of 
PMA. 
 
Recommendation:  
Motion to appoint Michele McPherson as the City Administrator effective March 8, 2021 and to 
appoint Tracy Peters as the Finance Director effective January 4, 2021. 
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J GEROLD MOVED TO APPOINT MICHELE MCPHERSON AS THE CITY ADMINISTRA-
TOR EFFECTIVE MARCH 8, 2021 AND TRACY PETERS AS THE FINANCE DIRECTOR 
EFFECTIVE JANUARY 4, 2021. HALLIN SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION CAR-
RIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
 
G Approve Scope of Services - Industrial Park Plat 
 

Hillesheim advised that City staff have been working to move forward with the industrial park 
project, in preparation to sell the land for industrial development. Staff is working on compiling 
a dedicated timeline for the project. A necessary step forward includes having the land sur-
veyed and the final plat completed by the City’s engineer. City staff recently requested the en-
gineer to provide a proposal for surveying services and for producing the preliminary and final 
plat.  
 
The proposal, provided by WSB, outlines the tasks including the: Preliminary Plat, Topogra-
phy Survey, and Final Plat. Costs are not to exceed $18,410. Costs will be covered through 
proceeds gained from the sale of the land, which is has been priced at $50,000 per acre. 
Recommendation: City staff recommends the Council accept the scope of work and approve 
the expenditure, not to exceed $18,410, due to it being a necessary expense to move forward 
with marketing and selling the property. 
 

HALLIN MOVED TO APPROVE THE PROPOSED SCOPE OF WORK WITH THE 
INDUSTRIAL PARK PLAT FOR NOT MORE THAN $18,410. DUE TO IT BEING A 
NECESSARY EXPENSE TO MOVE FORWARD WITH MARKETING AND SELLING 
THE PROPERTY. REYNOLDS SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
 
H. City Administrator Bi-Weekly Report 
 

McPherson provided an update to the Council: 
 
Chamber of Commerce: Kim Young, Executive Director of the Chamber, called to inform me 
that the Chamber is vacating their space at City Hall. They will be renting space from the new 
owners of the old First Street Antiques space. She wanted me to express to the Council the 
Chamber’s gratitude for allowing them to occupy the City Hall space at no charge for all these 
years. They begin occupying their new space May 1 and have invited the Council and staff to 
attend their open house on May 13 at 11 am.  
 
Airport: We met with KLJ, the FAA and MNDOT regarding the release of parcels 2, 10, 11, 
and 18 in preparation of completing the 19th/21st Avenue connection. FAA determined a 
work-around to accomplish what we need to do in order to get the road built without going 
through a lengthy review and release process with the FAA. The solution will be to grant 
easements over parcels 2, 10 and 18 for street, drainage and utility purposes from the City as 
the Airport Sponsor to the City. The City as the Airport Sponsor will deed all of parcel 11 to the 
City in fee title. The City will deed Outlot C of Air Park Addition to the Airport. This moves the 
project back into 2021 instead of delaying to 2022. While this is good news for the road pro-
ject, it did not help staff identify the process for the potential release of the parcel that the 
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Flight Service Station (FSS) is located on. Staff met with Jeff Watkins of Inline Packaging re-
garding the FSS; they are going to be adding a third production line and need an additional 
30,000 square feet of warehousing to move the materials that are located in the area of the 
proposed line. Staff will be assembling information regarding the FSS and will schedule an-
other meeting with Mr. Watkins.  
 
A daytime flight inspection for the runway was completed on April 15 for purposes of commis-
sioning the lights. Only the northbound approach lights were commissioned. The southbound 
approach lights are currently not commissioned as there is interference from trees located on 
the adjacent farmstead. Baffles to eliminate this interference will need to be installed. A 
nighttime flight inspection has been scheduled for April 20 between 9 and 11 pm, weather 
conditions permitting.  
 
Also on April 15, I spent some time with the KLJ planner to discuss the various options for the 
AWOS. There are a number of options that will be reviewed at a high-level basis before a de-
tailed scope of work is presented to the Council for approval.  
 
Development Projects Industrial Park: Staff met with WSB to review the consultant needs 
for the industrial park. The land needs to be rezoned and platted prior to lots being sold. WSB 
is providing a scope of services for approval by the City Council. Staff met with representa-
tives from Palmer Bus Company regarding a parcel in the industrial park. They would like to 
construct a new office/bus garage in spring 2022.  
 
Residential Development: Staff met with local developers regarding a potential residential 
development. They are interested in annexation. We have some research to do on both sides 
and will be meeting again in two weeks to review the information gathered.  
 
Sherburne County: I met with Sherburne County Administrator Bruce Messelt, Assistant 
County Administrator Dan Weber, and Sherburne County Commissioner Lisa Fobbe in a 
meet-and-greet. They are open to working with the City on a number of issues and will share 
any information on ARPA funding as soon as they have developed their policies and pro-
grams. In Stephanie’s absence, I attended virtually the Sherburne County EDA meeting on 
April 15.  
 
Building/Fire Inspection: Dollar General has structural damage and per the Fire Chief’s or-
der, no public will be allowed access until the repairs have been made. The order was issued 
based on a structural engineer’s inspection and report of the damage. Upcoming Meet-
ing/Event Reminders  

• April 30 – Plastic Products 40th Anniversary Celebration, 2 pm  
• May 6 – Joint Meeting with the Princeton PUC  
• May 13 – Chamber Ribbon Cutting/Open House, 11 am  
• May 21 – Marv’s 55th Anniversary Celebration, 1 pm  
• June 3 – Study Session, Annexation 
 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Hallin reported that the East Central Cable Commission will be setting up a meeting soon. She 
is part of the Friends of the Library and they are going to let her know as well when the next 
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meeting will be.  
 
The East Central Cable Commission sent some documents that need to be signed.  
Hallin said the Chamber would like to see the City continue to participate in ribbon cuttings 
and other events.  
 
Walker said downtown seems to be doing well.  
 
McPherson asked J Gerold if she wanted to update the Council on the meeting with the 
School District on the Community Center / Fieldhouse. J Gerold said they talked a lot about 
ideas, and Barton stated that he has reached out to some of the various fitness centers in the 
City to get their thoughts on their idea as well, maybe even allowing them to be a partner and 
have some space there to use. There was a lot of ideas tossed around. There were two peo-
ple in attendance that spoke about the construction side of things and they estimate it to be 
about a 15 - 20 million addition to the referendum they are already asking for, which is esti-
mated to be 49-60 million. McPherson added that she had received the numbers from Ehlers 
on the project and Referendum Question #1 is $52,862.138 and Question #2 for the Field-
house and Community Center addition would be an additional $14,470.00. 
 
J Gerold said there was discussion on who may want to partner on the project. Possible part-
ners of the School, City, and Fitness Centers were discussed.  
 
J Gerold said she had asked what the estimated Operation costs would be, and she was told 
they were estimated at about $58,000 per year, which she feels is low. McPherson responded 
that she did find out that Barton had reached out to PUC Manager Butcher, the Mora Center 
Manager and that estimate does seem to be fairly accurate. It would depend on the size of the 
building and hours it was open. 
 
J Gerold said they estimated labor including custodial at about $100,000 a year. She ques-
tions that amount, as a Community Center Manager could be paid that a year. They had not 
figured in any administration or other employees. I think the School District was hoping Com-
munity Ed would take that it.  
 
J Gerold at the very end of the conversation, the construction person has asked what dollar 
figure the city was committed to putting into the project. She said she had responded to him 
that the City is not committed to putting in any funds. She feels they are rushing this through 
to get it on the ballot for this year. She said she told him that at this point, she didn’t feel the 
City could offer anything except support, as the Budget and CIP is set. She added that Peters 
had asked Barton if they had gone to the Townships to request funds from them. Barton re-
sponded that they would be paying for it on their taxes if the referendum was passed. J Gerold 
said yes, as would the City residents, so they would essentially be paying twice if the City also 
contributed to the project. Barton said he had not thought of that. At the very end, the Com-
munity Ed employee had commented that in most places, the City runs the Community center.  
 
McPherson said her and Barton met and went over some additional information and the tax 
impact that was received from Ehler’s. Barton had spoke with the School District Attorney’s 
and they can legally bring in a For Profit contractor as a partner. It would include some type of 
joint powers agreement, memorandum of understanding, Contract for service. He did indicate 
from a capital standpoint; he would be perfectly happy not having the City contribute. They 
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crunched some more numbers and operational costs would likely be in the $400,000 per year 
range. 
 
He wanted to invite everyone to a large-scale community meeting on May 12th from 6-7pm at 
the PAC, or you can intend virtually. Some of the things talked about from scheduling, it would 
depend on the referendum, probably a year of design and program discissions through 2022. 
They are just looking for support and that the City continue to be involved in the meetings.  
 
Hillesheim stated that with Zimmer not here to speak for the Park Board, she wanted to let 
everyone know that the Chamber Parks Challenge is still going on. The Chamber, Park Board 
herself and Susan from Crossfit Beyond Sport put together the Parks Challenges for the year. 
This month was the Kickoff, and in May it will be basketball and Pickleball. The City has Pick-
leball courts at the Civic Center and there is equipment to rent. Each month, they can get a 
water bottle sticker from City Hall saying they participated in the City’s park Challenge.  
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business: 

  
J GEROLD MOVED TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 8:35PM. HALLIN SECONDED 
THE MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
 

Respectfully Submitted, ATTEST: 
 
 

Shawna Jenkins Tadych Thom Walker,  
City Clerk Mayor 
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MINUTES OF A JOINT STUDY SESSION OF THE PRINCETON CITY COUNCIL AND PRINCE-
TON PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 

HELD ON MAY 6, 2021 4:30 P.M.  
***************************************************************************************************** 
Mayor Thom Walker called the meeting to order. Council members present were Vicki Hallin, Jenny 
Gerold, Jules Zimmer and Jeff Reynolds. Staff present, Community Development Manager Stepha-
nie Hillesheim, Clerk Shawna Jenkins, and Fire Chief Ron Lawrence. 
 
Public Utility Commission Chair Greg Hanson, Commissioners Dan Erickson and Richard Schwartz, 
General Manager Keith Butcher and Secretary-Treasurer Kathy Ohman. 
 
Approve Agenda  
 

Walker would like to move this to the regular meeting next week since it is an action item.  
Lawrence responded that he had talked to McPherson about adding it to the Study session due 
to the fact that the supplies are selling very quickly, and he was worried about waiting to the next 
meeting. Hallin agreed it should be on the regular meeting agenda. J Gerold asked Lawrence to 
call the company and see if they will hold the items for us.  

 
WALKER MOVED TO APPROVE THE AGENDA WITH THE REMOVAL OF THE CIP FIRE DEPT 
RESCUE BOAT PURCHASE. HALLIN SECONDED THE MOTION. VOTE 4:1 WALKER, HALLIN, J 
GEROLD AND ZIMMER IN FAVOR, REYNOLDS OPPOSED. THE MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
CIP - Authorize Purchase of Rescue Boat 
 
 
Joint Meeting with Princeton Public Utility Commission 
 

Walker stated that he sees this portion of the meeting is to find out where everyone is on the var-
ious issues.  

 
PILOT Program 
 

McPherson reported Public Utilities Manager Butcher and her met to discuss the history of the 
PILOT Program, identify cost of services, collaborative opportunities, and to craft options for the 
PILOT Program for the parties to consider. 
 
History 
From a review of the notes, it appears that the PILOT program has been in place for a number of 
years.  The amount paid from PUC to the City has varied over the years: 

 

• Pre-1976: the amount was based on a percentage of revenue from electric (10 percent 
of gross sales); 

• 1976 to 1996: the annual amount was $36,000; 

• 1996: Implemented a Government Rate for Electric, Water, and Trash Collection for 
the City which removed the customer charges.  This was estimated to save the city 
approximately $12,000 / year at the then current rates. 

• 1996 to 2007: the annual amount was $52,500; 
 

o PILOT expanded to include Water and Sanitation Departments 
o Payments 

▪ Electric = $37,600 
▪ Water = $13,600 
▪ Sanitation = $1,300 
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• 2008 PILOT reviewed and trash collection by PPU ceased.   
o The total PILOT amount was kept the same but reallocated to: 

▪ Electric = $31,500 
▪ Water = $21,000 

o Unbilled electric and water consumption to the City estimated at $43,865 for parks, 
cemetery, sewer jetting/sweeper, and fire department. 
 

• 2020: no cash payment, however a joint work group was close to proposing a payment 
of $4,000 per month from August 2020 to July 2021 which would have created an an-
nual payment of $48,000. 

 
Services Provided/Performed by PUC 
The PUC provides the following services for which dollar amounts can be clearly determined: 
 

• Fire Protection: hydrant maintenance, replacement and painting 

• Street Lights: maintenance, repair, and replacement; a service fee covers the cost of 
electricity 

• Utility Billing: PUC staff process the City’s sewer bills, including providing customer 
service 
 

o City payments to PPU have varied over the years: 
▪ pre-2001 to October 2011 – 50₵ per bill per month 
▪ October 2011 to March 2012 - 60₵ per bill per month 
▪ March 2012 to present - 75₵ per bill per month 

• Franchise Fee: PUC pays the same franchise fee as other utilities to support 
park and trail development 

 
Collaborations  
PUC staff work cooperatively with city staff for the betterment of city residents.  Recent examples 
of this cooperation are: 
 

• Hanging the holiday decorations on Rum River Drive 

• Hanging the lights and helping to work out the bugs for the Light Up Princeton event 

• Placing rooftop units at the WWTP 

• Assisting emergency response personnel when needed (24/7) 
 
These are activities/services which the PUC has not billed the City. 
 
Options for PILOT 
 
It is important to remember that payments to/from each entity are, with the exception of electric 
ratepayers in the PUC’s territory outside of the city limits, coming from the same pool of residents 
through either property taxes or rate payments. 
 
Re-establish an Annual Flat Fee 
The City and PUC could re-establish an annual flat fee as has occurred in the past.  However, 
this option seems short-sighted and provides little incentive on the part of either party to promote 
the growth of the city in both tax base and service territory. 
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Forgive Municipal Water and Electric Fees 
There are several public utilities that provide their PILOT payment in this manner.  For the City 
and PUC this would result in forgiveness of, based on 2020 payments:   
 
 City Hall Electric: $51,519.34 
 Liquor Store Electric: $19,107.20 
 WWTP Electric: $44,794.40 
 Public Safety Electric: $11,194.40 
 Municipal Water: $33,255.25 
 Total: $159,870.59 
 
This type of approach would have to be approved by Southern Minnesota Municipal Power 
Agency (SMMPA) to ensure that PPU is not in violation of its Power Purchase Agreement with 
SMMPA.  PPU would also need to ensure that this approach is not in violation of its bond cove-
nants. 
 
Annual Payment Based on a Percentage of Electric Sales  
Instead of a flat annual payment, the payment be made based on a three or five-year rolling av-
erage of sales as audited, multiplied by a target rate per kWh.  This encourages the City and 
PUC to work cooperatively to ensure the continued growth of the City.   
 
In order to assist the city’s growth, the payment could be placed in an EDA capital development 
account that would be used to fund new or the upsized cost of infrastructure (trunk lines) to serve 
development which increases the city’s tax base and the utilities’ service territory. 
 
Request 
Staff requests that the Council and PUC discuss the options noted above and provide direction 
to staff as to a preferred alternative.  Establishing a subcommittee to further discuss the options 
and draft a memorandum of understanding between the City and PUC would also be appropri-
ate. 
 
Zimmer refreshed the Council on what transpired at the special meeting that was called regard-
ing the ballot question. He was placed on a subcommittee to have some informal meetings with 
the PUC to work on reinstating the PILOT program. They did come to an agreement on a fixed 
amount of $4,000 per month beginning in October, and ending in July 2021. By then, they hoped 
to come up with a permanent solution. He brought that proposal to the council, but it was reject-
ed and the Council voted 3:2 to place the question on the ballot. At that time, the subcommittee 
meetings ended. He feels those meetings should begin again.   
 
Greg Hanson stated that the Commission determined to put the PILOT payments on hold as they 
were not in the financial position they needed to be. The decision to make the $4,000 a month 
payment was an attempt by the commission to have a little time to analyze their finances and 
work together and plan for a more permanent kind of relationship. He does not feel that PILOT 
should be a method of increasing the City’s income. He would like to see a PILOT be determined 
if the PUC had a surplus in the budget, a portion would be paid to the City. It would also be nice 
to set that aside for particular projects or programs, such as the park system.  
 
Zimmer asked for clarification about when the PUC made the decision to not consider the PILOT 
payments and that the budget was the deciding factor on why that was stopped. Hanson re-

12



Princeton City Council Minutes  
May 6, 2021 
Page 4 
 
 
 
 

sponded that it was discussed at the budget meetings. J Gerold added that she attended all of 
the meetings and never recalls it being discussed. She said she had heard that it was discontin-
ued due to Mayor Schumacher and him wanting to increase the PILOT fees. She stated she also 
heard it was a stalling tactic that was going to be reinstated if a new Mayor was elected.  

 
Hallin stated that they were not at the meetings, but heard a lot about them.  At this point in time, 
she is not concerned with what happened in the past. She doesn’t care what was said, or who 
said it, let’s wipe the slate clean and move forward.   
 
Walker said his concern for the last decade or so is the utility rate and the tax rate. Every dollar 
the PUC puts into PILOT is going to affect rates. But if a PILOT is not paid, then there is a con-
cern about the utility rates. He said Butcher has stated that the PUC is in the middle of the pack 
in terms of utility rates, but those companies pay taxes to the municipalities. If PUC is going to 
compare their rates to other utility companies, they should compare fairly.  
 
Butcher added that they do other things for the City. One is the City has a government rate, 
which reduces the cost for the City approximately $17,000 per year.  
 
Dan Erickson stated that when he was appointed to the PUC, the Cash Reserves were being 
brought up. So, the PUC looked into it, and they had 0 cash reserves. They looked around and it 
seemed that 180 days of cash reserves was a common number for electric. They looked at how 
they could set a cash reserve and create a policy. However, the Cash Reserve Policy has not 
been adopted as of yet, because if they did adopt it now, they would be out of compliance, which 
would affect their’ s and the city’s bond rating.   
 
Walker added that the Auditors usually provide suggestions on cash reserves.  
 
Richard Schwartz stated that he did some research himself into how much cash reserves is 
enough. As a business, he thinks there should be at least 180 days. Butcher responded that they 
are currently at 125 days of cash reserves and working towards that 180 days.  
 
J Gerold said that she believes they had an overabundance of cash reserves in the water fund 
and asked what they are doing with that. Butcher replied that they are using it to update their me-
ter reading equipment. It allows them to read the meters and even do shut offs from the office. J 
Gerold asked if they did not have funds already set aside for that. Butcher replied that they do 
have funds set aside for that, but they are also setting aside funds for repainting a water tower in 
a few years.  
 
Erickson added that he believes that there is some debt that will be paid off in the next several 
years, so it looks like they might have the lowest rates coming if you look at the financials coming 
down the pipeline.  
 
J Gerold commented that they are just collecting the franchise fee and that can’t be included as a 
PILOT. If the City of Delano includes that in their PILOT calculations, they should not be doing 
that as they are not the same. 
 
Erickson feels the franchise fee is much more transparent than a PILOT fee, but it all comes from 
the rate payers. 
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Zimmer and Hallin said they are in favor of a flat fee. Reynolds asked if they were not consider-
ing any PILOT fees until they get their cash reserves up. Hanson said they would like to see 
where they are at in a few months. The timing is perfect to start discussions again.  
 
J Gerold said if they are only averaging 28 days increase over a year, it will be quite some time 
until they get the cash reserves to 180 days.  
  
Walker stated that he believes there was a couple people from the Council and a couple from the 
PUC on the last committee to work on this. He understands they are trying to get to 180 days of 
cash on hand, but we should be kept in the loop on the progress on that, as the City still has a 
whole in their budget due to the lack of PILOT 
 
The consensus was for Greg Hanson and Zimmer to be on a committee to work on this.  
 

5-member commission 
 
McPherson reported that this has been discussed in the past, and it will require legislative ap-
proval if it were to be agreed upon. Walker stated that it does not really matter to him, since the 
legislature is the one to approve it, it would be a while before it could happen.  
 
However, it is probably more important for the PUC, as with a 5-member commission they can at 
least discuss their ideas with one other commissioner, which they cannot do now as it would be 
considered a quorum. Schwartz responded that he would like to see it changed to a 5-person 
Commission. Erickson said it makes since to him as well. Hanson added that he is against it, as 
he likes that it cannot be discussed with another member. With it only being discussed in meet-
ings, he feels it is more transparent that way.  
 
J Gerold stated she knows previous Councilor Jack Edmonds had talked to Sondra Erickson and 
she had agreed to write the legislation if the Council and PUC wanted to go this way. 
 
J Gerold added that she feels with 2 more commission members, it adds more experience, 
knowledge and ideas. Hallin agreed, and said when the 3-person commission was established, 
the population was much smaller than it is today. She has spoken with other City’s Commissions 
that changed from 3 to 5, and they are really liking the change.  
 
Erickson clarified that while he would like to see it increased to 5 commission members, he feels 
only one Council member should be allowed. Schwartz agreed.  
 

Credit Card processing fee 
 
McPherson advised that Credit Card companies charge a fee for the use of credit cards at retail 
establishments or for bill paying.  The fees can either be a flat fee per transaction or a percent-
age of total sales.   
 
In the private sector, these “convenience fees” are typically borne by the merchant, although 
some smaller businesses, may pass those fees onto the purchaser, noted as a “service charge” 
on the credit card receipt. 
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The PUC currently absorbs the credit card fee which is $2.00 per transaction.  Using February as 
a test case, the total credit card fee amount was $1,384; extrapolated for the year, credit card 
fees would total $16,608.  A portion of the bill being paid includes the City’s sewer charges. 
 
The City is accepting credit card payments for building permits, online-facility registration and at 
the splash pad.  The convenience fee is being passed onto the purchaser.  The County also 
passes its convenience fee onto its purchasers of building permits, tax payments, birth and death 
certificates and marriage licenses.  More information as to the amount of the convenience fee will 
be available at the meeting. 
 
In a survey of other electric utilities, only one other SMMPA member (out of 18) is known to 
charge a convenience fee.  In a quick review of electric utilities in Minnesota, 7 out of 66 charge 
a convenience fee with one of those stating that they will be eliminating their convenience fee 
this fall. 
 
Request 
The PUC is considering adding a convenience fee to those customers who wish to use a credit 
card for payment.  As the City’s sewer fees are a component of the total bill, the PUC would like 
to solicit input from the Council regarding this issue. 
 
Erickson added that you cannot charge a convenience fee on debit cards, so he knows some 
places do not want to accept debit cards. Hillesheim added that the City is processing them as a 
credit, so they can collect the convenience fee.  
 
Erickson stated that as more people stop using checks, credit card use has gone up considera-
bly, as have the credit card fees. Hillesheim stated that staff has talked and looked at the value in 
having people process and pay for services online, as it says a lot of time for the City.  
 
Hanson commented that Connexus has implemented a fee, but they are doing away with that 
now as people who wanted to avoid that fee, began paying with cash and checks again, which 
greatly increases the staff time in processing those payments.  
 
Peters suggesting offering ACH payments. When she worked for the state, they offered a dis-
count for ACH, which encouraged people to pay that way.  
 
Walker suggested the City concur on whatever the PUC decides on credit card fees.  
 
Rick Schwartz needed to leave the meeting at 5:57pm 
 
Promoting Princeton Growth 
 
Erickson said he thinks of Princeton has anyone with a Princeton address, not just those right in 
the City limits. He would like to keep in mind and look to work together on projects, such as the 
new Industrial park.  
 
Hanson stated he views the PPU as a resource for the city, as you go talk about companies ex-
panding and the PPU can provide assistance in what companies may require in services.   
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Walker added that in the EDA they hear about municipal utilities as asset, and if the PPU is on 
board with, they will begin utilizing that. Erickson stated going back to the PILOT program, he 
would like to see some of that money set aside to promote growth. It would be a great way to 
work together.  
 

 
 

Adjournment 
  

HALLIN MOVED TO ADJOURN THE STUDY SESSION AT 6:08. REYNOLDS SECONDED THE 
MOTION. MEETING ADJOURNED 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
_________________________ 
Shawna Jenkins Tadych 
City Clerk     ATTEST: 
 

________________________   
 Thom Walker, Mayor 
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 RESOLUTION #21-23 
 
 A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING VFW BUDDY POPPIES 
 
 
************************************************************************************************** 
 
 
WHEREAS, the annual sale of Buddy Poppies by the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the 

United States has been officially recognized and endorsed by government 
leaders since 1992; and 

 
WHEREAS, VFW Buddy Poppies are assembled by disabled veterans, and the 

proceeds of this worthy fund-raising campaign are used exclusively for the 
benefit of disabled and needy veterans, and the widows and orphans of 
deceased veterans; and 

 
WHEREAS, the basic purpose of the annual sale of Buddy Poppies by the Veterans of 

Foreign Wars is eloquently reflected in the desire to “Honor the Dead by Helping 
the Living.” 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Princeton, 

Minnesota does hereby urge the citizens of this community to recognize the 
merits of this cause by contributing generously to its support through the 
purchase of Buddy Poppies for the distribution of these symbols of appreciation 
for the sacrifices of our honored dead. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council urges all patriotic citizens to wear a 

Buddy Poppy as mute evidence of our gratitude to the men and women of this 
country who have risked their lives in defense of the freedoms which we 
continue to enjoy as American citizens. 

 
ADOPTED this 13th day of May, 2021 
 
 

  
Thom Walker, Mayor 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
         
Shawna Jenkins Tadych 
City Clerk 
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Advertisement for Bids 
Princeton Municipal Airport 

Princeton, Minnesota 
AIP NO. 3-27-0081-018-2021 

 
Sealed bids for the construction of airport improvements for Princeton Municipal Airport, Princeton, Minnesota will be 
received by the City of Princeton, Princeton, Minnesota until 2:00 PM CT on June 10, 2021. All bids will be publicly opened 
and read aloud at City Hall, 705 2nd Street North, Princeton, Minnesota 55371.  
 
The bid documents are to be mailed or delivered to Michele McPherson, City Administrator, 705 2nd Street North, Princeton, 
Minnesota 55371 and shall be sealed and endorsed, "Airport Improvements, Princeton Municipal Airport, AIP No 3-27-0081-
018-2021". 
 
The proposed work includes the following:     
 
Reconstruct Taxiway A & Partial Connecting Taxiways and Install New Medium Intensity Taxiway Lighting System  
 
Plans and specifications are on file and may be seen at the office of the Airport Manager, 705 2nd Street North, Princeton, 
Minnesota and at the office of KLJ, 300 23nd Avenue East, Suite 100, West Fargo, North Dakota. 
 
Complete digital project bidding documents are available at www.kljeng.com “Projects for Bid” or www.questcdn.com. You 
may download the digital plan documents for $## by inputting Quest project # ####### on the website’s Project Search page. 
Please contact QuestCDN.com at 952-233-1632 or info@questcdn.com for assistance in free membership registration, 
downloading and working with this digital project information. An option paper set of project documents is also available for 
a non-refundable price of $## per set at KLJ, 300 23nd Avenue East, Suite 100, West Fargo, North Dakota for each set obtained. 
Contact KLJ at 701-355-8400 if you have any questions. 
 
Each bid shall be sealed and accompanied by a Bid Bond, Cash Deposit, Cashier’s Check, or Certified Check in a sum equal to 
five percent (5%) of the maximum bid price, executed by the Bidder as principal and by a surety company authorized to do 
business in the State of Minnesota, payable to the City of Princeton, conditioned that if the principal's bid be accepted and 
the contract awarded to him, he, within ten (10) days after Notice of Award has been executed, will execute and effect a 
contract in accordance with the terms of his bid and a contractor's bond as required by law and regulations and 
determinations of the governing board. The bid security of the two lowest bidders will be retained until the Notice of Award 
has been executed, but no longer than 60 days. The bid security is a guarantee that the bidder will enter into contract for 
work described in the Proposal. 
 
The successful Bidder will be required to furnish a Contract Performance Bond and Payment Bond in the full amount of the 
Contract. 
 
The City of Princeton, Princeton, Minnesota, reserves the right to hold all bids for a period of 60 days after the date fixed for 
the opening thereof to reject any and all bids and waive defects and to accept any bids should it be deemed for the public 
good and also reserves the right to reject the bid of any party who has been delinquent or unfaithful in the performance of 
any former contract to the Owner. 
 
 
NOTICE OF REQUIREMENT FOR AFFIRMATIVE ACTION to ENSURE EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY  
 

1. The Offeror’s or Bidder’s attention is called to the “Equal Opportunity Clause” and the “Standard Federal Equal 
Employment Opportunity Construction Contract Specifications” set forth herein. 

 
2. The goals and timetables for minority and female participation, expressed in percentage terms for the Contractor’s 

aggregate workforce in each trade on all construction work in the covered area, are as follows: 
 

Timetables 
 
Goals for minority participation for each trade:   2.2% 
Goals for female participation in each trade:  6.9% 
 
These goals are applicable to all of the Contractor’s construction work (whether or not it is Federal or federally 
assisted) performed in the covered area.  If the Contractor performs construction work in a geographical area 
located outside of the covered area, it shall apply the goals established for such geographical area where the work 
is actually performed.  With regard to this second area, the Contractor also is subject to the goals for both its 
federally involved and non-federally involved construction. 
 
The Contractor’s compliance with the Executive Order and the regulations in 41 CFR Part 60-4 shall be based on its 
implementation of the Equal Opportunity Clause, specific affirmative action obligations required by the 
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specifications set forth in 41 CFR 60-4.3(a) and its efforts to meet the goals. The hours of minority and female 
employment and training must be substantially uniform throughout the length of the contract, and in each trade, 
and the Contractor shall make a good faith effort to employ minorities and women evenly on each of its projects. 
The transfer of minority or female employees or trainees from Contractor to Contractor or from project to project 
for the sole purpose of meeting the Contractor’s goals shall be a violation of the contract, the Executive Order and 
the regulations in 41 CFR Part 60-4.  Compliance with the goals will be measured against the total work hours 
performed. 

 
3. The Contractor shall provide written notification to the Director of the Office of Federal Contract Compliance 

Programs (OFCCP) within 10 working days of award of any construction subcontract in excess of $10,000 at any tier 
for construction work under the contract resulting from this solicitation.  The notification shall list the name, 
address, and telephone number of the subcontractor; employer identification number of the subcontractor; 
estimated dollar amount of the subcontract; estimated starting and completion dates of the subcontract; and the 
geographical area in which the subcontract is to be performed. 

 
4. As used in this notice and in the contract resulting from this solicitation, the “covered area” is Minnesota, Sherburn 

and Mille Lacs Counties, and City of Princeton. 
 
The City of Princeton, in accordance with the provisions of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (78 Stat. 252, 42 U.S.C. §§ 
2000d to 2000d-4) and the Regulations, hereby notifies all bidders or offerors that it will affirmatively ensure that any contract 
entered into pursuant to this advertisement, disadvantaged business enterprises will be afforded full and fair opportunity to 
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, or national origin 
in consideration for an award. 
 
The requirements of 49 CFR part 26 apply to this contract. It is the policy of the City of Princeton to practice nondiscrimination 
based on race, color, sex, or national origin in the award or performance of this contract. The Owner encourages participation 
by all firms qualifying under this solicitation regardless of business size or ownership. 
 
The Owner’s award of this contract is conditioned upon Bidder or Offeror satisfying the good faith effort requirements of 49 
CFR §26.53. The successful Bidder or Offeror must provide written confirmation of participation from each of the DBE firms 
the Bidder or Offeror lists in its commitment within five days after bid opening. 

1. The names and addresses of Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) firms that will participate in the contract; 
2. A description of the work that each DBE firm will perform; 
3. The dollar amount of the participation of each DBE firm listed under item 1; 
4. Written statement from Bidder or Offeror that attests their commitment to use the DBE firm(s) listed under item 1 

to meet the Owner’s project goal; and 
5. If Bidder or Offeror cannot meet the advertised project DBE goal, evidence of good faith efforts undertaken by the 

Bidder or Offeror as described in appendix A to 49 CFR Part 26. 
 
A full list of Federal Provisions by which the Bidder must comply, are incorporated by reference and contained within the 
specifications. Federal Contract Provisions are also available at 
http://www.faa.gov/airports/aip/procurement/federal_contract_provisions/ and include the following: 
 

1. Buy American Preferences – Title 29 USC § 50101 
2. Civil Rights – Title VI Assurances 49 USC § 47123 and FAA Order 1400.11 
3. Davis Bacon Requirements – 2 CFR § 200, Appendix II(D) and 29 CFR Part 5 (Applicable to contracts exceeding 

$2,000) 
4. Debarment and Suspension – 2 CFR Part 180 (Subpart C), 2 CFR Part 1200, and DOT Order 4200.5 (Applicable to 

contracts exceeding $25,000) 
5. Disadvantaged Business Enterprise – 49 CFR Part 26 
6. Trade Restriction Certification – 49 USC § 50104 and 49 CFR Part 30 
7. Lobbying Federal Employees – 31 USC § 1352 – Byrd Anti-Lobbying Amendment, 2 CFR Part 200, Appendix II(J), and 

49 CFR Part 20, Appendix A (Applicable to contracts exceeding $100,000) 
8. Recovered Materials – 2 CFR § 200.322, 40 CFR Part 247, and Solid Waste Disposal Act (Applicable to contracts 

exceeding $10,000) 
 
No pre-bid meeting will be held for this project. 
 
Dated this 20 of May 2021. 
 
  /s/Michele McPherson, City Administrator 
 
Publication Dates: May 20, 2021 Michele McPherson, City Administrator 
 May 27, 2021  City of Princeton 
 June 3, 2021  Princeton, Minnesota 
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            Princeton Police Department 

                               Memorandum 

 

 

To: Princeton City Council 

From: Chief Todd Frederick 

Date: April 27, 2021 

Regarding:  BCA Audit NCIC Criminal History Compliance 

 

The Princeton Police Department is pleased to announce that we received notification from the 

Bureau of Criminal Apprehension (BCA) that we successfully completed and passed our NCIC 

Criminal History Audit.  Princeton Police Department Support Staff Karen Aguilera and I.T. 

Specialist Edward Yost worked numerous hours to prepare and submit the audit to the BCA.  

The compliance letter from the BCA states “Your agency is in compliance with MNJIS/NCIC 

standards and exemplifies what we are striving for with all agencies in Minnesota”.  

This audit is extremely important for the Princeton Police Department as it demonstrates the 

professionalism and attention to detail required to maintain daily operations within the 

department.  Sgt. Vandenheuval and I are truly grateful for the dedicated staff who perform 

these difficult tasks throughout the year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chief Todd Frederick 
Princeton Police Department 
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MEMORANDUM 

   

 

 TO: Mayor Walker and Councilors 

 FROM: M McPherson, City Administrator 

 SUBJECT: Receipt of Operational Award, WWTP 

         DATE:        May 13, 2021 

  

 
The staff of the Princeton Wastewater Treatment Plant received the attached Operational Award 
from the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency.  The Certificate of Commendation recognizes “excep-
tional compliance” with its permit requirements for the 2020 review period. 
 
The WWTP staff are to be commended for their efforts and dedication. 
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MEMORANDUM 

   

 

 TO: Mayor Walker and Councilors 

 FROM: M McPherson, City Administrator 

 SUBJECT: Reschedule June 10, 2021 Council Meeting 

         DATE:        May 13, 2021 

  

 
Background:  
 
The Rum River Festival Parade is scheduled for June 10, 2021.  This is a regular City Council meet-
ing night as well. 
 
In the past, when the parade conflicts with the Council meeting, the meeting has been rescheduled 
to the Tuesday of the same week.  This would be June 8, 2021. 
 
Recommendation:  
 
Motion to reschedule the June 10, 2021 City Council meeting to June 8, 2021. 
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BILL LIST 
 
TO:     MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
 
FROM:   THE FINANCE DEPARTMENT 
 
RE:  BILL LIST APPROVAL MOTION 
 
COUNCIL MEETING DATE:  May 13, 2021 
 
 
I move to approve the bill list which includes the 
manual checks as listed on the manual bill list for a 
total of $108,372.20 and the items listed on the 
liquor bill list and general city bill list which will be 
checks 82951 to 83046 for a total of $432,647.23. 
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    GENERAL BILL LIST

    5-13-2021  COUNCIL MEETING       G  -  E  -  N  -  E  -  R  -  A  -  L      F  -  U  -  N  -  D CIVIC
CITY ADMINI- COMMUNITY CENTER CEMETERY AIRPORT SEWER  O  -  T  -  H  -  E  -  R TOTAL

VENDOR DESCRIPTION HALL STRATION FINANCE POLICE FIRE STREETS PARKS LIBRARY DEVELOPMENT FUND FUND FUND FUND DESCRIPTION AMOUNT VENDOR

      0.00
AT&T CELL PHONES  127.97 128.72 1,469.49    44.92 308.05 LIQUOR 89.84 2,168.99
AMAZON BADGES, KEYBOARD, LAPTOP STANDS 56.65    14.99 7.49  MISC 28.33 107.46
ARAMARK UNIFORMS, MATS, SUPPLIES    88.30 88.31 535.90 103.26 51.62 51.75 192.25  1,111.39
BEAUDRY OIL DIESEL FUEL      995.59  995.59
BUSINESS ESSENTIALS HIGHLIGHTERS, PENS, BULLETIN BOARD 85.47 14.99 100.46
CENTRAL MCGOWAN SPOOL 71.67 71.67
CONNEXUS ENERGY ELECTRIC 211.48 110.37 321.85
CENTERPOINT ENERGY GAS 104.50 216.23 216.22 262.02 128.76 67.47 39.43 680.68 LIQUOR 57.86 1,773.17
CENTRAL FEED SERVICE GRASS SEED                130.00 165.00 295.00
CENTRAL MN CUSTODIAL OFFICE CLEANING 480.00 565.00 385.00 100.00 905.00 2,435.00
CPR PROFESSIONALS REPLACEMENT CHECK (BLS INSTRUCTOR) 400.00 400.00
CRAWFORD EQUIPMENT STUMP GRINDER MOUNT HOSES 195.00 195.00
CENTURYLINK SECURITY PHONE 132.50 132.50
DOVE FRETLAND RETAINERS, AT &T WORK MISC 6,080.38 6,080.38
MARYLOU DEWITT UNIFORM  68.35 68.36 136.71
ECM PUBLISHERS ADS 20.37 89.65 347.60  457.62
EMC NATIONAL LIFE INSURANCE 269.82 269.82
ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCE PH 104.30 104.30
FASTENAL BITS, NUTS, BOLTS 409.41 409.41
FIRE EQUIPMENT SPECIALTIESRUBBER FIRE BOOT 199.25 199.25
FLAGSHIP RECREATION MISC SUPPLIES  2,616.36 2,616.36
FINKEN WATER COOLER RENTAL 23.00  23.00
F.I.R.E. VENTILATION SIMULATOR 3,700.00 3,700.00
GRANITE ELECTRONICS OPTIMIZATION AND TUNING 120.00 RELOCATION 988.09 1,108.09
GAME TIME CARGO NETTING 583.44 583.44
GLENN PROPERTIES ESCROW REFUND ESCROW 499.50 499.50
HYTECH AUTO TOWING 95.00 95.00
HOLIDAY STATION GAS 1,088.28 195.09 1,283.37
HAWKINS ALUMINUM SULFATE   6,601.92 6,601.92
HACH CHEMICALS 540.68 540.68
INITIATIVE FOUNDATION PLEDGE  EDA 2,870.00 2,870.00
INNOVATIVE OFFICE CALCULATOR 18.14 18.14
INNOVATIVE COMMUNICATIONWEBSITE AND SIGNS 140.00 SIGNS 498.75 638.75
J & S CONCRETE CONCRETE FLOOR STORAGE SHED 24,720.00 24,720.00
KNIFE RIVER CRUSHED CONCRETE 130.50 130.50
KRUGER HYDREX CLEANER PAILS 402.75 402.75
LOFFLER COPIER 45.28 45.28
LIFE ASSIST LATEX GLOVES 1,207.80 1,207.80
MTI PARTS  768.82 768.82
MN COUNCIL OF AIRPORTS MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL  150.00 150.00
MOTOROLA PORTABLE RADIOS  RELOCATION 32,103.25 32,103.25
MARV'S SUPPLIES AND PARTS 70.63 107.53 3.58 183.11 316.57 41.99 16.78 139.69 MISC/LIQUOR 676.62 1,556.50
METRO WEST INSPECTING BUILDING INSPECTION INSPECTING 706.55 706.55
MENARDS VACUUM BRAKER, GREEN CLEANER 77.94 LIQUOR 33.88 111.82
MARCO COPIER  UNALLOCATED 213.35 213.35
MINUTEMAN PRESS BUSINESS CARDS, DECALS, FORMS 120.00 35.00 105.00 MISC 28.78 288.78
MIDCONTINENT PHONE AND INTERNET 95.70 47.85 196.07 120.26 95.70 RELOCATION 196.08 751.66
MARTIN-MCALLISTER PUBLIC SAFETY ASSESSMENT 1,650.00 1,650.00
MN MANAGEMENT ASSC MCPHERSON MEMBERSHIP 119.00 119.00
NATIONAL BUSHING PARTS 107.91 18.98 36.58 163.47
NELSON NURSERY FLOWERS/FERTILIZER COMM BEAUTY 2,635.00 2,635.00
O'REILLY AUTO CAPSULE AND BATTERY 27.26 253.56 280.82
PRINCETON RENTAL E-CLIPS, WASHERS, BUCKET HOLDER 2.69 55.00 57.69
PUC UTILITIES 717.07 717.08 1,113.02 334.79 741.69 120.89 146.43 1.07 6,313.30 10,205.34
PRINCETON ELECTRIC BEACON REPAIR, MOVE POLES 362.69 127.50 490.19
PLAYPOWER LT SUPPLIES   613.20  613.20
PACE TESTING 1,507.50 1,507.50
PRINCIPAL LIFE LIFE INSURANCE 28.37 23.76 167.44 48.64 24.32 20.27 12.16 36.48 LIQUOR 24.32 385.76
PRINCETON ISD 477 ESCROW REFUND ESCROW 233.50 233.50
PADDLE BRIDGE CANOE AND KAYAK OPERATION COMMUNITY 3,200.00 3,200.00
RW BUILDERS ESCROW REFUND ESCROW 1,043.00 1,043.00
RUGGED FLEET SERVICES COMPUTER DIAGNOSIS 75.00 75.00
RUM RIVER AUTO OIL CHANGE AND SERVICE 38.09 38.09
STREICHERS SWITCH KIT 209.99 209.99
SERVICE WEST CONTRACTINGSITE WORK HAULING 300.00 300.00
CITY OF ST PAUL ASPHALT MIX 230.79 230.79
TACTICAL SOLUTION TACTICAL SUPPLIES 220.00  220.00
WSB ENGINEERING 585.00 138.00 19TH AVE 12,583.50 13,306.50
WINDSTREAM PHONE/INTERNET 49.82 118.63 174.22 342.67
WASTE MANAGEMENT GARBAGE SERVICE 48.59 48.59 48.59 48.59 48.59 145.79 LIQUOR 97.19 485.93
WRUCK SEWER PORTABLE TOILETS 260.00 260.00
XEROX CORP COPIER 55.83 55.83
ZIEGLER PARTS, PAINT, TRANNY SERVICE  1,710.47 24,383.68     26,094.15
ZARNOTH BRUSH WORKS GUTTER BROOM   253.00     253.00

                       TOTAL FOR BILL LIST 538.78 601.88 765.95 5,909.17 10,505.51 28,498.15 6,327.78 1,956.54 1,082.63 262.49 106.84 845.57 18,948.24 89,607.77 165,957.30
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    LIQUOR BILL LIST

    5-13-2021  COUNCIL MEETING
   O  -  T  -  H  -  E  -  R TOTAL

VENDOR DESCRIPTION        DESCRIPTION AMOUNT VENDOR

AMERICAN BOTTLING MIX 219.50 219.50
AMAZON IPHONE CASE 21.98 21.98
ARAMARK SUPPLIES 258.68 258.68
BERNICK'S BEER, MIX, NA 5,372.61 5,372.61
BELLBOY LIQUOR, WINE, MIX 1,642.07 1,642.07
BREAKTHRU BEVERAGE LIQUOR, WINE, MIX, BEER 25,112.94 25,112.94
BROOKVIEW WINERY WINE 528.00 528.00
C&L DISTRIBUTING LIQUOR, BEER, MIX, NA 58,304.85 58,304.85
CRYSTAL SPRINGS ICE 429.28 429.28
DAHLHEIMER BEER, MIX, NA 71,647.00 71,647.00
DYLAN DONNER REIMBURSEMENT FOR BATTERIES 60.30 60.30
FROOGLE ONLINE ORDERING 62.24 62.24
JOHNSON BROS LIQUOR, WINE 24,026.99 24,026.99
M. AMUNDSEN RESALE, MIX, TOBACCO 2,427.36 2,427.36
MY ALARM CENTER ANNUAL MONITORING 687.41 687.41
MIDCO PHONE/INTERNET 211.92 211.92
PUBLIC UTILITIES WATER/ELECTRIC 2,314.21 2,314.21
PHILLIPS WINE LIQUOR, WINE, RESALE, NA 23,507.44 23,507.44
PAUSTIS WINE WINE 1,557.00 1,557.00
PYROTECHNICS DISPLAY GRANT FOR FIREWORKS 2,500.00 2,500.00
RED BULL DISTRIBUTING MIX 150.00 150.00
ST CLOUD REFRIGERATION MAINTENANCE 358.63 358.63
SOUTHERN GLAZERS LIQUOR, WINE  27,187.46 27,187.46
VIKING COKE MIX 887.85 887.85
WATSON TOBACCO 8,043.66 8,043.66
WINE MERCHANTS WINE 9,170.55 9,170.55

             TOTAL FOR BILL LIST 266,689.93 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 266,689.93

    MANUAL BILL LIST

    5-13-2021  COUNCIL MEETING
   O  -  T  -  H  -  E  -  R TOTAL

CHECK NO. VENDOR DESCRIPTION PAYROLL       DESCRIPTION AMOUNT VENDOR

82950 FIRST BANK & TRUST PAYROLL TRANSFER 108,372.20  108,372.20
    0.00
      

             TOTAL FOR BILL LIST 108,372.20 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 108,372.20
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ORDINANCE # 805 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING EXHIBIT E, FEE SCHEDULE  

OF THE PRINCETON CODE OF ORDINANCES 

****************************************************************************** 
SECTION 1. 

The Council of the City of Princeton hereby ordains that the following additions and amendments to 

Appendix E of the City Ordinances (Fee Schedule) are established:   

The Council of the City of Princeton hereby ordains that the following revision to the fee schedule is 

established:  (bold indicates additions and strikethrough indicates deletions.) 

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT  

Knox Box Surface Mount 12-18 760 $325 $453 

Knox Box Flush Mount 01-10 641 $350 $508 

 

 

SECTION 2.  EFFECTIVE DATE. this ordinance of the City of Princeton shall be effective upon its 

approval and summary publication which shall read as follows: 
 

Ordinance #805 amends Appendix E Fee Schedule of the City of Princeton’s Ordinances by 

updating Knox Box fees. A full copy of the ordinance is available for inspection at the Princeton 

City Hall 705 Second Street North; Princeton MN 55371.  763-389-2040. 

 

ADOPTED by the City Council this 13th day of May, 2021. 

 

    

  Thom Walker; Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

  

Shawna Jenkins Tadych; City Clerk 

 

35



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 (Reserved for recording purposes)   

ORDINANCE NO. 804 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PRINCETON, MINNESOTA ANNEXING 

LAND LOCATED IN BALDWIN TOWNSHIP, SHERBURNE COUNCY, MINNESOTA 

PURSUANT TO MINNESOTA STATUTES § 414.033 SUBDIVISION 2(3), PERMITTING 

ANNEXATION BY ORDINANCE 
 

WHEREAS, a petition signed by all the property owners, requesting that property legally described 

(herein or attached exhibit) be annexed to the City of Princeton, Minnesota, was duly presented to the 

Council of the City of Princeton on the 13th day of May 2021; and 

 

WHEREAS, said property is unincorporated and abuts the City of Princeton on its southern boundary; is 

less than 120 acres; is not presently served by public sewer facilities or public sewer facilities are not 

otherwise available; the land descriptions are: 

 

Property Description for PID #’s 01-009-1100  (approx. 33.15 acres), 01-009-1106 (approx. 5 acres) 

and 01-009-1106 (approx. 16.47 acres) Baldwin Township, Sherburne County: 

That part of the North Half of the Northeast Quarter (N l/2 of NE l/4) of Section Nine (9), Township 

Thirty-five (35), Range Twenty-Six (26), Sherburne County. Minnesota, 

Property Description: That part of the North Half of the Northeast Quarter (N1/2 of NE1/4) of Section 

Nine (9), Township Thirty-five (35), Range Twenty-six (26), Sherburne County, Minnesota, described as 

follows: Beginning at a point on the North line of said Northeast Quarter of Section 9, Township 35, 

Range 26, which point is 800.02 feet East of the Northwest corner thereof; thence in a Southerly 

direction parallel with the West line of said Northeast Quarter to the South line of the North Half of the 

Northeast Quarter; thence in an Easterly direction along the South line of said North Half of the 

Northeast Quarter to the Southeast corner of the North Half of the Northeast Quarter of Section 9, 

Township 35, Range 26; thence in a Northerly direction along the East line of said Northeast Quarter of 

Section 9, Township 35, Range 26, to the Northeast corner thereof; thence in a Westerly direction along 

the North line of said Northeast Quarter to the point of beginning, according to the U.S. Government 

Survey thereof. 

 

WHEREAS, said property is owned by Kent Titcomb and Brenton Titcomb and annexation is requested 

for possible additional development; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Princeton held a public hearing pursuant to Minnesota Statutes § 414.033 Subd. 

2b, on Thursday, May 13th, 2021, following thirty (30) days written notice by certified mail to the 

Township of Baldwin and to all landowners within and contiguous to the area legally described herein, to 

be annexed; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PRINCETON HEREBY ORDAINS 

AS FOLLOWS: 
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1.  The City Council hereby determines that the property as hereinafter described abuts the city limits and 

is or is about to become urban or suburban in nature in that the industrial use is being proposed for said 

property the construction of which requires or will need city services, including public sewer facilities. 

 

2.  None of the property is now included within the limits of any city, or in any area that has already been 

designated for orderly annexation pursuant to Minnesota Statute § 414.0325.   

 

3. The corporate limits of the City of Princeton, Minnesota, are hereby extended to include the following 

described property, said land abutting the City of Princeton and being 120 acres or less in area, and is not 

presently served by public sewer facilities or public sewer facilities are not otherwise available, and the 

City having received a petition for annexation from all the property owners of the land, to wit: 

 

4.  That the population of the area legally described herein and hereby annexed is currently 

approximately 240 residents 

 

5. That pursuant to Minnesota Statutes § 414.036 there are no special assessments assigned by the City to 

the annexed for which reimbursement is required. 

 

6. The City of Princeton, pursuant to Minnesota Statutes § 414.036 that with respect to the property taxes 

payable on the area legally described (herein or attached exhibit), hereby annexed, shall make a cash 

payment to the Township of Baldwin in accordance with the following schedule: 

  a. In the first year following the year in which the City of  

   Princeton could first levy on the annexed area, an amount equal  

   to $ 650.89; and 

 

  b. In the second year an amount equal to $650.89.     

 

7.  That the City Clerk of the City of Princeton is hereby authorized and directed to file a copy of this 

Ordinance with the Municipal Boundary Adjustment Unit of the Office of Administrative Hearings, the 

Minnesota Secretary of State, the Sherburne Auditor, and the Baldwin Township Clerk. 

 

8.  That this Ordinance shall be in full force and effect and final upon the date this Ordinance is approved 

by the Office of Administrative Hearings. 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Princeton, Minnesota on this 27th day of 

May, 2021. 

      ___________________________________  

                                                             Thom Walker, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

_________________________________ 

Shawna Jenkins Tadych, City Clerk 

(City Seal) 

This instrument was drafted by: 
 

Shawna Jenkins Tadych 
City of Princeton 

705 2nd Street North 

Princeton MN 55371 
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MEMORANDUM 

   

 

 TO: Mayor Walker and Councilors 

 FROM: M McPherson, City Administrator 

 SUBJECT: Public Hearing, Right of Way, Dunham’s Addition 

         DATE:        May 13, 2021 

  

 
Background:  
 
Per the Agreement with CKW Developers, the City is to vacate the right of way between Outlots 7 & 
8, Dunham’s Addition to facilitate the development of the adjacent vacant lot. 
 
Analysis:  
 
A public hearing has been scheduled, advertised and proper notice given to adjacent landowners. 
 
Recommendation:  
 
The Council is asked to hold the public hearing.  The first reading of the ordinance to vacate the 
right of way will be scheduled for May 27, 2021 
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            Princeton Police Department 

                               Memorandum 

 

 

 

To:  Princeton City Council 

Date:  04/23/2021 

From:  Chief Todd Frederick 

Regarding:  Donation from Charles and Teresa Ruzek  

 

On 04/23/2021 the Princeton Police Department received a donation for $ 250.00 from 

the Charles and Teresa Ruzek.  This donation from the Mr. and Mrs. Ruzek will be used to assist 

the police department with child safety promotions.  This donation is greatly appreciated by the 

police department. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chief Todd Frederick 

Princeton Police Department 
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RESOLUTION #21-21 

 
A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING $250 IN DONATION FROM CHARLES AND 

TERESA RUZEK FOR THE PRINCETON POLICE DEPARTMENT 
************************************************************************************************** 
WHEREAS, Charles and Teresa Ruzek have contributed $250 for the Princeton Police 

Department 
 
WHEREAS, Charles and Teresa Ruzek have requested their donations be used for the 

Princeton Police Department, and 
 
WHEREAS, these residents have donated a total amount of $250  
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Princeton agrees that said contributions 

would be of benefit to the citizens of Princeton,  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Princeton, 

Minnesota hereby acknowledges and agrees to accept said donation by Charles 
and Teresa Ruzek who have donated on behalf of the citizens of Princeton. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Princeton designates 

said donation to be used for the Princeton Police Department as requested. 
 
ADOPTED this 13th day of May, 2021. 
 

  
ATTEST: 

Thom Walker, Mayor 
         
Shawna Jenkins Tadych 
City Clerk 
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RESOLUTION #21-25 

 
A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING $350 IN DONATIONS FROM PRINCETON TWICE 

NEW CLOTHING DONATION FOR THE PRINCETON SPLASH PARK 
************************************************************************************************** 
WHEREAS, Princeton Twice New Clothing Center have contributed $350 for the 

Princeton Splash Park 
 
WHEREAS, Princeton Twice New Clothing Center have requested their donation be 

used for the Princeton Splash Park 
 
WHEREAS, this business has donated a total amount of $350  
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Princeton agrees that said contributions 

would be of benefit to the citizens of Princeton,  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Princeton, 

Minnesota hereby acknowledges and agrees to accept said donations by 
Princeton Twice New Clothing Center, who have donated on behalf of the 
citizens of Princeton. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Princeton designates 

said donation to be used for the Princeton Splash Park as requested. 
 
ADOPTED this 13th day of May, 2021. 
 

  
ATTEST: 

Thom Walker, Mayor 
         
Shawna Jenkins Tadych 
City Clerk 
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RESOLUTION #21-26 

 
A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING $200 IN DONATIONS FROM PRINCETON TWICE 

NEW CLOTHING DONATION FOR FLOWERS AT FOR THE ENTRANCE AT 
OAK KNOLL CEMETERY 

************************************************************************************************** 
WHEREAS, Princeton Twice New Clothing Center have contributed $200 for entrance 

flowers at Oak Knoll Cemetery 
 
WHEREAS, Princeton Twice New Clothing Center have requested their donation be 

used for entrance flowers at Oak Knoll Cemetery 
 
WHEREAS, this business has donated a total amount of $350  
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Princeton agrees that said contributions 

would be of benefit to the citizens of Princeton,  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Princeton, 

Minnesota hereby acknowledges and agrees to accept said donations by 
Princeton Twice New Clothing Center, who have donated on behalf of the 
citizens of Princeton. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Princeton designates 

said donation to be used for entrance flowers at Oak Knoll Cemetery as 
requested. 

 
ADOPTED this 13th day of May, 2021. 
 

  
ATTEST: 

Thom Walker, Mayor 
         
Shawna Jenkins Tadych 
City Clerk 
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Sherburne County 
Activity Update

April 2021
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General Activities

• County Commissioners Fobbe, Burandt and Dolan Re-elected

• New Health & Human Services Director (Amanda Larson)

• Approved 2021 Levy - $52.35M (3.4%) & Budget - $103.1M

• Decreasing Tax Rate (~ 7% TMV)

• COVID-19 Response & Recovery
• Community & Business Assistance

• Public Health & Vaccinations

• Community Needs – Adults & Children; Mental Health; Other
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Population Growth
Sherburne County, Minnesota

Growth since 2010

Carver County 14.97%

Scott County 14.18%

Wright County 10.06%

Washington County 9.84%

Sherburne County 9.80%

YEAR POPULATION
2010 88,499 Census
2015 91,895 Estimated
2019 97,520 Estimated
2020 97,114 Projected
2025 101.700 Projected
2030 106.065 Projected
2035 110,076 Projected
2040 113,712 Projected
2045 117,040 Projected
2050 120,188 Projected
2055 123,274 Projected
2060 126,343 Projected
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New Home Activity (S-T)

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Total New Homes 140 231 271 329 375 496 487 441 455

Total Permit Revenue $356,352 $427,158 $500,564 $548,346 $651,660 $1,007,063 $959,925 $914,844 $1,108,822
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400

500

600

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Township New Home Permits City New Home Permits
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New Home Activity (L-T)
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New Construction - Countywide
2013 = $61,300,000 

2014 = $62,900,000

2015 = $81,500,000

2016 = $92,350,000

2017 = $143,250,000

2018 = $137,850,000

2019 = $157,500,000

2020 = $160,650,000
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Home Values on the Rise

Average Sale Prices of Properties Rising 

Residential values increasing approximately 5.65%

Year # of Sales Average Sale Price

2012 503 $177,300

2013 720 $196,400

2014 913 $207,500

2015 1,185 $215,900

2016 1,271 $230,500

2017 1,381 $245,400

2018 1,348 $259,600

2019 1,308 $271,700

2020 1,507 $293,600 (+8.1%)
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Commuting Patterns

52% of county residents commute over ½ hour to work, compared to the statewide average of 30%
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Regional Employment Change

Between 2001 and 2019, the number of jobs in Sherburne County increased by 28%. The 

only neighboring county with a higher growth rate was Wright County with a 44% increase. 

Stearns County has a 12% growth, Anoka County is at 14% and Benton County is at 19%. 

Sherburne County’s job growth has been solid - outperforming most neighboring counties. 
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Employment by Industry
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2021 Budget - $103,067,288 

Charges For 
Services                    

4,498,221 

Fines And Forfeitures                   
19,600 

Investment Earnings                     
500,000 

State & Federal 
Grants & 

Reimbursements
32,607,239 

Miscellaneous                           
1,166,500 

Transfers in from 
Other Departments, 
Use of Prior Excess 
Revenue 5,493,892 

Other Taxes & 
Penalties (Wheelage, 
Gravel, Delinquent, 

etc.) 5,646,910 

County Levy
52,347,126 

Licenses And Permits                    
787,800 

2021 Proposed Revenue Sources

Health & Human 
Services & Youth Non-

Detention, 
26,206,473 

Public Works, 
26,177,713 

Cultural, Recreational 
& Parks, 3,450,769 

General Government, 
11,752,469 

Public Safety, 
22,845,541 

Attorney, 3,343,694 
Land 

Records, 
5,583,548 

Technology & 
Information Services, 

3,707,081 

2021 Proposed Expenditures
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Where Do Property Taxes Go?

Law Enforcement/ 
Corrections

13¢

Public Works
8¢

Health, Human 
Services & Youth

7.5¢

General 
Government

4.5¢

Attorney, Courts 
& Community 

Corrections
4¢

Land Records
2¢39¢

Source: 2021 Budget & Levy
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Allocation of Taxes per Month

Public Works
$20

Health & 
Human 

Services & 
Youth Non-
Detention

$18

Law 
Enforcement/ 

Corrections
$32.50

Attorney, 
Courts & 

Community 
Corrections

$10
Land

Records
$5

General
Gov’t
$12

$0 $10 $20 $30 $40 $50 $60 $70 $80 $90

Allocation of Taxes Per Month ($97.50)
on an Average-Value Home in Sherburne County ($267,800)
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Budget and Levy History

Year (FY/CY) Levy Amount
% Increase over
previous year Tax Rate

2011 41,837,741 -0.01% 46.342

2012 41,837,700 0.00% 52.014

2013 41,837,700 0.00% 54.420

2014 41,420,261 -1.00% 54.861

2015 42,323,421 2.18% 51.979

2016 42,915,694 1.40% 50.478

2017 44,482,537 3.65% 50.460

2018 46,350,191 4.20% 49.356

2019 48,235,236 4.07% 47.928

2020 50,619,077 4.94% 47.426

2021 52,347,126 3.41% 45.950

10-YR Average 2.08%
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Tax Rate Trending Downward

Last 8 years:  Average Annual Decrease of 1.9%

40.000
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Tax Rates
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Transparency with OpenGOV

https://www.co.sherburne.mn.us/160/County-Budget https://stories.opengov.com/sherburnecountymn/published/Trc1O4Pto59

https://www.co.sherburne.mn.us/160/County-Budget
https://stories.opengov.com/sherburnecountymn/published/Trc1O4Pto


Broadband Infrastructure
• Through a partnership with Palmer Wireless (now Arvig) the County 

received $533,000 in Border to Border Broadband grants serving the 
following areas:
• Becker Industrial Park

• Big Lake Industrial Park

• St. Cloud Airport Area

• Haven Township Business Park

• The grants have brought service to 62
businesses and 3 Community Institutions. 

• The County has made Broadband a 2021 
Legislative Priority and looking to update the 
2016 Broadband Feasibility Study
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Transportation/Planning Partnerships

• County Park Projects – Regional Trails, Future Regional Park?

• Airport Authority Update
• Benton/Stearns/Sherburne/City of St. Cloud

• Major Transportation Projects
• HWY 169 (Elk River) and TH 1 69& County Rd 4 (Zimmerman)

• TH 10 & CR 25 (Becker); Haven Township Project; HSIP

• Central Mississippi River Regional Planning Partnership (CMR2P2)
Becker Township, Becker City, Big Lake Township, Big Lake City, City of Monticello, 
Monticello Township, Silver Creek Township, Sherburne County & Wright County
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Recent/Upcoming Activities
• COVID-19 Response – Vaccination Clinics

• Secured $20.5 Million in State Bonding for Becker Business Park 

Infrastructure – Upcoming Sherco Closure

• Secured $2 Million for TH 169 & CSAH 4 Interchange in  

(Zimmerman) – Requesting Construction Funding

• 2020 Census/Re-Districting (data delayed)

• Flexibility for Child Protection 24-hour Response 

• Aging Public Equipment & Infrastructure
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Business Relief Grants

•CARES Act Funding (July – November 2020)
• 131 grants to local business = $2,867,679

• 22 grants to non-profits = $1,190,396

• 10 grants to schools = $1,815,505

• Total = $5,873,580

• State of MN Relief Funding (January – February 2021)
• 173 applicants – review still in process

• $1,877,000 will be distributed to local businesses
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Princeton Area Grant Awards

•CARES Act Business Grants = $      81,156.00

• State Business Relief = $    136,267.44

• Schools & NPO CARES Act Support = $    341,669.00

• Total = $    559,092.44
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Zimmerman Area* Grant Awards

•CARES Act Business Grants - $   297,733.00

• State Business Relief - $   147,644.25

•NPO Community Support - $     23,343.00

• Total - $   468,720.25

* Data presented by ZIP Code

65



Entrepreneur Lab
• FREE Coaching:

• Business Survival

• Start-up

• Business Management

• Diversification Strategies

• Entrepreneur Roundtables

• Professional Development 
Panels

• Technical Assistance
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THANK YOU!

Questions/Comments?
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Sherburne County Assessor 
Sherburne County Government Center 

13880 Business Center Dr NW 

Elk River, MN 55330-1692 

Phone: (763)765-4900 

  FAX: (763)765-4905 
    

2021 PRINCETON ASSESSMENT 
Spring PRISM Report 

 
Residential and Seasonal values increased in overall market value by approximately 4.6%.  
There were 3 Princeton sales used in our Ratio Study.  There were 1,507 County-wide sales. 
 
Assessment Years  Study Ratio  Overall Change 
2017   2 sales           adjusted by -3.38% 
2018             4 sales           adjusted by 0.11% 
2019  2 sales  adjusted by +6.48% 
2020  3 sales  91.9% x 1.064% = 97.8% adjusted ratio 
2021  3 sales  85.6% x 1.109% = 94.9% adjusted ratio 
 

     
Commercial and Industrial County-wide there were 13 sales, 9 Commercial and 4 Industrial. Our combined 
median ratio started as 90.7% and final ratio is 99.1% 
 

Total City Taxable New Construction in Sherburne County 
Assessment Years 

2017           $    135,200 
2018  $      13,300 
2019  $ 1,087,900 
2020  $ 1,631,600 
2021  $      78,900 
 
Total City Estimated Market Value 
Assessment Years 
2017             $ 56,104,700 
2018             $ 56,897,500 
2019  $ 59,327,300 
2020  $ 62,071,800 
2021  $ 63,405,600 
 
 
39 Residential Parcels will be reassessed this summer – Fairway Shores Plat 
 
There are currently 85 Commercial/Industrial parcels. 
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MEMORANDUM 

   

 

 TO: Mayor Walker and Councilors 

 FROM: M McPherson, City Administrator 

 SUBJECT: Request by Community Gardens to Expand Gar-
den 

         DATE:      May 13, 2021 

  

 
Background:  
 
Randy Hatch, Chair of the Community Gardeners’ Board, in his 
presentation on April 22, 2021, requested permission to ex-
pand the garden south of Central Avenue in the cemetery.  He 
also requested permission to tap into the water line to supply 
water to the gardens. 
 
Analysis:  
 
There appears to be a demand for garden space.  The Garden-
ers do a good job of self-governing and caring of the space that 
they have been granted for use. 
 
Recommendation:  
 
Staff recommends that Mr. Hatch’s requests on behalf of the 
Community Gardeners be granted. 
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              Public Works Department 

635 2nd Street SE 

Milaca, MN 56353 

(320) 983-8201 

Fax:  (320) 983-8383 

E-mail:  publicworks@millelacs.mn.gov 

                                  

Street Closing Permit Application (Community or Private Event) 

County Policy – May 1, 1990 
 

 
 

 

 CSAH _29 & 31  County Road _____                                           PERMIT # _____________________ 
 

 

PERMIT FEES AND TERMS 

 

_X__    Community Event:  No Charge with Insurance Agreement 
 

____    Private Event:  $500 with County Board Approval and Insurance Agreement 

 

Also subject to the terms and conditions as stated in attached Agreement to Close Road dated May 1, 1990. 

 

The County Public Works Department will furnish and install minimal traffic control devices to re-route traffic if requested. 
 

 

Name of Applicant: 

 

City of Princeton / Chamber of Commerce 

Circle One: 

Community Event   or   Private Event 

Address: 

 

705 2nd Street North 

 

Name of Event: 

 

Rum River Festival Parade 

Telephone Number: 

     City 763-389-2040 

Chamber 763-389-1764 

Fax Number: 

   City 763-389-0993 

Date and Time of Event: 

 

June 10th  -  9am to 9pm 

 

 
Detailed Description of Road Closing (starting and end point, etc.): 

 

Proposed to be closed, CSAH 29 from 6th Street South to First Street and CASAH 31 from CSAH 29 to 8th Ave 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dated _______________________         Signature __________________________________________________ 

 

 
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 

Approval Granted by County Board on: 

 

 

Resolution Received on: Certificate of Insurance Received on: 

BARRICADES 

Number of Barricades Picked Up 

 

 

 

Name of Person Picking up Barricades: 

 

 

 

Dated Picked Up: 

 

 

 

Date Returned: 
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May, 2019                                                                                                                                                                                                           Page 1 of 2 

 

 

AGREEMENT TO CLOSE A COUNTY ROAD  
May 1, 1990 

 
Mille Lacs County authorizes the closure of County Road _______ subject to the following conditions: 
 

1. The City and any sponsoring organization assert they have reviewed all possible alternative sites 
for the event and have determined that closing the county road is the only feasible alternative. 

 

2. The City has passed a resolution requesting the closure and authorizing signing of this 
Agreement and assures the street will be closed only for the times specified in the resolution. 

 

3. The City agrees to assume all county costs and county liability of whatever nature related to the 
closing and temporary use of the road by the City and agrees to hold the County harmless for all 
actions and liability related to the closing of the road including, but not limited to the loss of 
property access, loss of delay of emergency access, traffic related accidents, carnival related 
accidents, and general liability. 

 

4. The City agrees to provide and attach to this Agreement ten (10) days prior to the closure a 
liability insurance certificate from the City or the sponsor with the County named co-insured with 
no exceptions in an amount of $1,500,000 for any number of single claims arising out of a single 
occurrence, $500,000 when the claim is one for death by wrongful act or omission and $500,000 
to any claimant in any other case. 

 

5. Unless all liability is assumed by the City in writing and insured against by the certificate 
described in Item 4, the City shall provide and attach to this Agreement ten (10) days prior to the 
closure a liability insurance certificate in the amounts described in Item 4 above from any such 
organization that is present and involved in activities which may subject the organization to 
liability where the organization, or activities, are located within the road right-of-way.  
 

6. The City shall provide sufficient reflectorized three board barricades with “road closed” signs 
attached that the road will be completely barricaded from edge to edge in such a way that traffic 
cannot enter the closed area.  Advanced warning signs stating “road closed ahead” with a 
specified and signed detour shall be provided.  The City shall periodically inspect the barricades 
to assure they remain in place at all times and take extra care at areas of access used for 
deliveries of material to the site where vendors or others may move barricades.  All signs shall 
meet the MUTCM requirements. 

 

7. The City shall assure that no holes are dug in the street pavement or posts or pins driven into the 
pavement. 

 

8. The City shall be responsible for removal of all debris on the street right-of-way and the adjacent 
neighborhood and shall remove it within 24 hours of the end of the event at its expense. 

 

9. The damage to the road, sidewalk, or boulevard shall be repaired by the City at its cost. 
 
This Agreement becomes effective upon the signature of the City and County, and the attachment of the 
Certificate of Insurance documents.  The Agreement terminates upon acceptance of the road by the 
County Engineer and satisfaction of all sections of the Agreement and settlement of all litigation or 
actions that arise.  
 
           CITY OF _____________________                 COUNTY OF MILLE LACS 
              

Signature  ___________________________  Signature  ________________________ 
 
Title  ___________________________  Title  ________________________ 
 
Dated  ___________________________  Dated  ________________________ 84
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STREET CLOSING POLICY 
Retyped from Available File Information:  May 25, 1999 (Original was 1990) 

 
 
Mille Lacs County has established the following procedure for closure of County and County 
State Aid Roads for special events.  This procedure is applicable to roads inside incorporated 
municipalities only.  The County does not have a procedure for road closures outside of 
municipalities. 
 
To close a county road is a serious matter, safety and access to adjacent properties and of the 
traveling public must be carefully considered.  The County requires the city enter into a formal 
agreement for the closure of a street for special events as they are in the best position to 
consider the feasibility, merits and possible consequences of such a closure.  In all cases, a 
proper detour for this traffic must be provided. 
 
The City must adopt the following resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of ____________________ desires that County 
 Road  # _______ be closed from _______________ to _______________ 
 for the following period starting at ________ o’clock on the ________ day   
 of ____________________, ________ and ending at ________ o’clock  
 on the ____________________, ________, for a community sponsored  
 event, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City agrees to the terms of the County agreement for  
 closing county roads dated _____________________ in all respects, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City has reviewed all alternate locations for the event and 
 has determined the county road is the only feasible location at which to  
 hold the event, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City has obtained the necessary insurance certificates 
 from sponsors and any carnival or commercial vendors involved. 
 
 NOW THEREFORE, the City requests the County to allow them to close 
 the road and authorize the ________________________ to execute the 
 agreement with the County. 
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RESOLUTION #21-24 

 
  A RESOLUTION REQUESTING THAT THE COUNTY OF MILLE LACS  

ALLOW THE CITY OF PRINCETON TO ANNUALLY CLOSE A PORTION  
OF RUM RIVER DRIVE (CSAH 29) FOR VARIOUS PRINCETON EVENTS  

 

********************************************************************************************************************* 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Princeton desires that various sections of County State Aid Highway 29 (Rum  
        River Drive) and various sections of County State Aid Highway 31 (1st Street North) be    
        closed annually at the various times on the days noted below for the following noted  
        community events, and  

  

1.  The Rum River Festival Parade held June 8, 2019 from approximately 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM. 
 Proposed to be closed: CSAH 29 from 6th Street South to 1st Street and CSAH 31 from 
CSAH29 to 8th Ave 

 

2. Princeton Block Party held on July 26th, 2019 from approximately noon to 10:00 PM. 
Proposed to be closed is CSAH 29 from 2nd Street South to 2nd Street North and CSAH 31 from 
6th Ave to 4th Ave. 
 

 
 

WHEREAS, the City agrees to the comply with the terms of the County agreement for closing  
                   county roads dated May 1, 1990 in all respects, and 
 

WHEREAS, the City has reviewed all alternate locations for the events and has determined the county  
                   road is the only feasible location at which to hold the events, and 
 

WHEREAS, the City has obtained the necessary insurance certificates from sponsors and any  
 carnival or commercial vendors involved, 
                   

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Princeton hereby requests the County allow  
                  the city of Princeton to close the CSAH 29 on the time and dates of each year as noted  
                  above and, further, hereby authorizes the City Administrator to execute the agreement with  
                  the County. 
 

ADOPTED this 13th day of May, 2021 
 
 

                    ______________________________   
ATTEST:                         Thom Walker, Mayor 
 
 
         
Shawna Jenkins Tadych, City Clerk 
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MEMORANDUM 

   

 

 TO: Mayor Walker and Councilors 

 FROM: M McPherson, City Administrator 

 SUBJECT: Approve Task Order – AWOS Relocation 

         DATE:        May 13, 2021 

  

 
Background:  
 
In order to facilitate development of the industrial park, the AWOS on the airport needs to be relo-
cated.  Several potential sites have been identified, each with their own site constraints, impacts to 
development on the airport, and costs. 
 
Analysis:  
 
To better facilitate a policy discussion, staff has requested a task order from KLJ to develop an ex-
hibit and compile the requirements regarding the AWOS site locations.  Attached is the task order 
with a not to exceed lump sum of $4,192.76.  As this work benefits the industrial park, the monies 
to pay for this service will come from the proceeds of the sale of the park.  This work is not eligible 
for FAA/MNDOT planning monies, but the detailed site design and ultimate relocation costs will be 
eligible. 
 
Recommendation:  
 
Motion to approve the task order and authorize the Mayor’s signature on the same. 
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             Princeton Fire & Rescue Dept. 
 
   Memorandum 
 
 

 
To:  Mayor Walker and City Council 

 
Date:  05/05/21 
 
From: Fire Chief Ron Lawrence 
 
Regarding: CIP-Authorize Purchase of Rescue Boat 
 
Mayor and Council, 
 
 
With the upcoming canoeing season and the increased activities on the lakes and rivers around 
us, I have researched the costs for a rescue boat, motor, trailer, and accessories. We have 
$25,000.00 in the CIP to purchase a rescue boat and equipment this year. City ownership of a 
rescue boat and properly trained staff will reduce response times for water rescues as adjacent 
jurisdictions would have response time from 45 minutes to an hour. 
 
I have found a supplier that can fit us with a boat, motor, and trailer for less than $10,000.00. I 
also have pricing for the safety equipment and supplies listed at $3,500.00 and training at 
$5000.00. The training would bring in an instructor to teach firefighters swift water and boat 
operation safety. If this training was completed before June 30th, we may be able to get the 
training cost reimbursed from State funding. The total cost for the equipment, supplies and 
training should not exceed $18,500.00.  
 
The request is being placed on the Study Session as the desired motor is in stock at this time, 
but may not be May 13 and the supplier is not sure when a motor would again be available. 
 
I am requesting that Council approve the purchase of the rescue boat, motor, trailer, 
accessories, safety equipment/supplies and authorize training. I have also included a second 
quote for pricing.  
 
 
I will be present for more information and questions. Thank you.  
 
 
Ron Lawrence 
Fire Chief 
Princeton Fire & Rescue Dept. 
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MEMORANDUM 
   

 

 TO:  City Council 

 FROM: Public Works 

 SUBJECT: 2021 Sealcoat Bids 

 DATE: 5-13-21 

 

 
Staff advertised for Sealcoating bids with a deadline of 11am on Monday, May 10, 2021. 
 
The Bid was advertised on our Website, in the Finance and Commerce Magazine and the Union 
Eagle.  
 
Only two bids were received.  
 
 
Allied Blacktop    $.79 per square yard 
10503 89th Ave. N.     
Maple Grove MN  55369                 
763-425-0575 
Contact: Peter Capistrant 
Email: pete@alliedblacktopmn.com        
 
                      
Pearson Brothers  $1.17 per square yard 
Office Manager -Missy Hallich 
11079 Lamont Ave NE 
Hanover, MN 55341 
Office:  763-391-6622 
Fax:  763-391-6627 
Cell:  763-568-6403 
  
                      
 
Staff recommends a motion to approve the 2021 Sealcoating Bid of $.79 per yard from Allied 
Blacktop Inc. 
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MEMORANDUM 

   

 

 TO: Mayor Walker and Councilors 

 FROM: M McPherson, City Administrator 

 SUBJECT: Bi-Weekly Administrator’s Report 

         DATE:        May 11, 2021 

  

 
I have the following observations and information to share from the last two weeks: 
 
Airport 
Other than the Airport Advisory Board meeting, there haven’t been any significant updates relating 
to the airport.  KLJ and I are assisting Mr. Zigler with constructing a hangar on the airport.  It ap-
pears that the required FAA form has been in a holding pattern at the FAA.  As Mr. Zigler is enlarg-
ing the hanger, the form will need to be amended and resubmitted. 
 
KLJ is providing the necessary assistance as it relates to the 19th/21st Avenue project.  They most 
recently provided information regarding an appropriate location of a fence that is part of the road 
project. 
 
The AWOS relocation is a significant discussion item.  As it relates to both the City Council and the 
Airport Advisory Board, I would like to invite the Airport Advisory Board to the July 1 Study Session 
to discuss the AWOS and other airport-related projects. 
 
Development Projects 
Industrial Park 
The title work needed for the plat has been ordered from Home Security Abstract.  Staff has a tenta-
tive Planning Commission review and approval schedule.  If all goes well, the plat and zone change 
process should be completed by mid-August. 
 
We are awaiting Federal release of the Federal EDA grant guidelines so that we can modify and re-
submit our previous grant to pay for a portion of the infrastructure in the industrial park.  They 
should be released soon and notice of approval after submittal usually happens fairly quickly. 
 
Residential Development 
Staff met again with local developers regarding a potential residential development.  We reviewed 
the information previously gathered and will be meeting again next week to discuss a detailed pro-
cess schedule and possible financing relating to infrastructure expansion. 
 
Staff attended the PUC work session on April 27 to discuss the Sherburne Lakes 55+ community.  
There were a number of “asks” by the developer during his presentation to the PUC and staff is 
benchmarking other community policies in regards to those “asks”.  Specifically, the developer 
asked if public utilities could be placed in easements as the proposed roads would be private and 
they asked for a waiver of trunk fees as they would be taking on the cost of installing trunk lines.  
Staff will present the results of the benchmarking to the PUC at their May meeting. 
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Administrator’s Bi-Weekly Report 
May 11, 2021 

Page 2 

Staff met virtually with Damien Toven and Kelly Bourgeois regarding annexation options in prepa-
ration for the June Study Session. 
 
Building/Fire Inspection 
Repairs have been made to Dollar General such that the public can safely enter and exit the build-
ing. 
 
Finance 
Finance Director Peters is working on developing an interim solution to make bill paying less labor 
intensive.  There is a lot of paper handling when bills need to be paid and the bill list prepared for 
Council approval.  Hopefully, the new finance software will further streamline the process. 
 
We are currently working with SourceWell, of which we are a member, to investigate the WEX fleet 
fuel card program.  This would allow us to purchase gas at any station, receive a rebate for fuel pur-
chased, and hopefully streamline the gas receipt collection and again, bill paying process.  We can 
also set the program up to pay for services and repairs by department.  There is no cost to partici-
pate in the program and staff believes that there could be cost savings for the City in both the rebate 
and in effort. 
 
Staff continues to monitor the offerings in the ARPA legislation.  At this time, states are waiting for 
guidance from the Federal government on the various programs and direct payments.  The League 
of MN Cities and Coalition of Greater MN Cities are partnering on a webinar May 18 to provide staff 
with the information known at this time. 
 
Upcoming Meeting/Event Reminders 
 

• May 13 – Chamber Ribbon Cutting/Open House, 11 am 
• May 21 – Marv’s 55th Anniversary Celebration, 1 pm 
• June 3 – Study Session, Annexation 
• June 10 – Rum River Festival Parade 
• July 1 – Study Session, Joint Meeting with the Airport Advisory Board 
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